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Lilly Oliver

continues mom’s
selfless work
caring for strays

Animal lover uses own
funds, and any
donations, to feed about
60 cats and 10 dogs

SIPHOSETHU NGCANGISA

Inaquiet corner of East London,
Lilly Oliver, 29, is carrying on a
family tradition rooted in com-
passion and care for animals.

What began in 1987 with her
mother feeding a handful of
stray cats and dogs has grown
into a multigenerational act of
kindness, now known as Lilly’s
Forgotten Felines and Friends
— a heartfelt community-driv-
en effort to support stray an-
imals in need.

Now, the next generation has
taken the baton, with Oliver’s
three nieces, aged between 15
and 16, also caring for strays in
their area.

“I was only four years old in
2000 when I joined my mom.

“I used to watch her and my
sister feeding the animals, and I
wanted to do the same. It just
became part of who we are,” she
said.

Today, with the help of her
three nieces, she continues to
care for stray animals in her
community, not as part of an
organisation, but simply as a
family driven by love and a deep
respect for all creatures.

“We’re not a registered NPO
or charity, we're just ladies who
care deeply for animals and
can’t stand to see them suffer,”
she said.

Oliver said the problem of
abandoned animals had grown
over the years in the commu-
nity, with people dumping cats
and litters of kittens in bushes
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near factories in Cambridge.

A factory in the area had also
shut down, leaving behind sev-
eral cats that it kept at the
premises to help control rats
and mice.

“At one point, we were feed-
ing about 120 stray cats.

“Thankfully, Furever Homes,
now known as Furever Fixed,
stepped in to help us sterilise
them and find homes for many
of the kittens and some adult
cats.”

Oliver said some cats found
loving homes with families,
others went to farms, and a few
were adopted by close friends,
but sadly, not all of them sur-
vived.

“We’ve lost some to illnesses
like kidney failure, heart failure,
biliary, hepatitis and strokes. It’s
heartbreaking, but we do our
best for them.

“Now, the number stands at
about 60 cats and 10 dogs, an-
imals that live in the open,
hiding in bushes or under ship-
ping containers in factory

yards.”

She used her own money to
buy pet food and relied on the
public for donations.

“When I was working, I used
part of my salary for pet food
but since I lost my job in March
this year, I've had to rely more
on kind people who support us
with food donations.”

She reaches out for help
through social media and says
any contribution, big or small,
makes a difference.

“It's just my mom and me
now doing the feeding here in
East London, my sister moved
away with her family, though
they're doing the same work
where they live, but when they
visit, they still help us feed the
animals.”

William Granzier, who nom-
inated Oliver for the Daily Dis-
patch Local Hero Awards, said
Oliver and her family cared for a
large cat colony left behind after
a factory closed down in the
Cambridge industrial area sev-
eral years ago.

“About 45 cats were on the
premises and were fed by the
company while they were
open, but with the company
shutting its doors a few years
back, the cats have been left to
fend for themselves.

“Lilly Oliver heard about this
and started caring for the cats.

“Every Saturday, Lilly and her
mom stand at Nahoon or Berea
SPAR raising funds and collect-
ing food to keep the project
going and do not receive any
formal financial assistance to
run the project.

“They raise all of the funds by
selling tickets for raffles.”

Apart from feeding and tak-
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ACT OF KINDNESS: East London’s Lilly Oliver, 29, is carrying on a family tradition rooted in compassion and

care for animals. Picture: SUPPLIED

ing care of the cats, she had
become a go-to mother for peo-
ple who found stray and aban-
doned cats in their neighbour-

hood. She collected the cats and
took them to a vet if necessary.
lady does amazing

“This
work.

“She is a true local hero in so
many ways, especially speaking
up for animals which have no
voices.”

Award-winning hairstylist Ntombomzi on making the cut

MASEGO SEEMELA

When Ntombomzi Lekgoro
first picked up a comb over 12
years ago to begin her training
as a hairdresser, hairstyling
wasn’t the glamorous career it
has become today.

Back then, being a hairstylist
was rarely celebrated — it was
seen as a backup job, often
dismissed as “just doing hair”.

But Lekgoro, now a two-time
award-winning stylist and a
2024 Basadi in Music Awards
nominee in the Best Hairstylist
category, saw beyond the
stereotype.

To her, hair was more than
beauty — it was identity, art,
and empowerment. She was
determined to prove that
hairstyling could be a respected
and transformative career.

Lekgoro’s journey began at
home.

“I have three sisters, and one
of them would always insist
that I do her hair. I felt like she
was bullying me, but little did I
know that it would turn into
my passion,” she says.

Though Lekgoro studied both
cosmetology and hairdressing,
sheinitially imagined herselfon

the skincare side of beauty.

“I didn’t think I'd build a
career in hairdressing.

“I thought I'd fall more into
cosmetology, but it looks like
hair chose me,” she laughs.

While she always loved
styling hair, it was the societal
perception of hairstylists that
made her hesitant.

“I didn’t have a love-hate re-
lationship with my hair—Ihad
an issue with how people
viewed hairdressers,” she ex-
plains.

“Growing up, women who
did hair were overlooked. I re-
alised young that it was a be-
littled profession, and that
didn’t give me much confi-
dence.”

Eventually, she decided to be
part of the change. “If | wanted
the perception to shift, I had to
be the hairstylist who made it
happen.”

Lekgoro completed her train-
ing and immersed herselfin the
industry. A turning point came
when her number was passed
along at a hair expo to celebrity
hairstylist Jawad Maphoto of
Lajawi Hair.

“I didn’t meet him directly,
but one of his stage models

collected numbers from second-
year students ready to be ap-
prentices. The rest is history.”

Soon, Lekgoro was assisting
on professional shoots and
eventually got booked on her
own. “Jawad helped shape my
career. I was a resistant appren-
tice, but thank God for his pa-
tience.

“Young hairstylists are now
owning their craft because OGs
like me paved the way. TikTok
and social media have made it
easier to showcase talent and
build a following.”

Finding out she was nom-
inated for the Basadi in Music
Awards was both shocking and
validating.

“I was in bed checking emails
when I saw one marked ‘con-
fidential’. I thought they wanted
to book me — then I realised it
was a nomination. I cried. It felt
like a reward for the girl who
once did her sister’s hairathome
and worked late nights in
Melville salons just to learn.

“My mom and sisters were
never into beauty — I'm the first.
My middle sister has always
been my ultimate style icon. This
journey? It’s thanks to her.” — S
Mag

14 -

EMPOWERED: Two-time award-win

b

ning stylistand a

2024 Basadi in Music Awards nominee in the Best
Hairstylist category Ntombomazi Lekgoro. Picture:
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From the Karoo
to feeding pets
around the world

NTSIKELELO QOYO

With a commitment to inno-
vation, consistency and cus-
tomer value, Montego, a family-
owned pet food company, has
grown from a small factory in
Graaff-Reinet with just 11 em-
ployees to reaching customers
in 20 countries across five con-
tinents in just 25 years.

In 2000, when founder
Hannes van Jaarsveld started
the company, it initially offered
only Classic Adult dog food.

However, within just two
years, it expanded its product
line to include cat food and life
stage-specific diets, demon-
strating its commitment to in-
novation from the very begin-
ning.

His son, Johan, who now runs
the company, said the driving
trends in the humanisation in
petfood now contributed to the
expansion of diverse products.

“Our market research has
shown humanisation in pet
food continues to drive industry
innovation alongside a growing
focus on health, functional in-
gredients, novel/alternative
proteins and sustainability in
ingredients, processing and
packaging

“The health-conscious pet
food category is rapidly evolv-
ing, with growing demand for
minimally processed, whole-
some ingredients, cleaner labels
and sustainable practices, es-
pecially in premium segments.

“The future will likely see
more products combining sus-
tainability with added health
benefits, driven by functional
and innovative ingredients and
pet food formats,” he said.

In customers being more
mindful of their wallets in the
last two years, Van Jaarsveld
said their diverse products in-
cluding wet food had allowed
them to keep their customers
through downgrading.

“The category that is prob-
ably impacted most is groom-
ing and supplements, especially
as more foods are becoming
available that often address
supplementary needs.”

In 2012, the super-premium
Karoo range was launched, fol-
lowed by the Monty & Me
economy range in 2013.

Since 2015, the company has
continually added complemen-
tary products and has a total
240 items across nine different
brands — Monty & Me, WU-
MA!, Classic, Karoo, Karoo
Wild, Bags O’ Wags, Packs O’
Purrs, Sauce and XenPet.

Despite its growth to now
operating 11 facilities across the
country and employing 800
people, Montego’s commit-
ment to its community in
Graaff-Reinet remains, where it

still makes dry food and treats.

“As a family-owned and op-
erated business proudly found-
ed in the Eastern Cape, we
champion the entrepreneurial
spirit with continuing educa-
tion and training opportunities
for our employees.

“It's their engagement and
ambition that enable us to lead
the way in innovation for the
community of people and pets
that use our products.

“We also understand that
people buy from people.

“During the last 25 years, we
have been a part of homes
across the African continent,
but we have also been a partner
at the start of many businesses
and communities, and that has
greatly contributed to our suc-
cess.”

Looking forward to the next
two decades, Van Jaarsveld said
their slogan “Better Every Day”,
still inspired their passion for
bettering pets, people and the
planet.

“My father provided an ex-
cellent foundation for Mon-
tego’s continued success.

“It is this strong foundation
that has allowed us to grow the
business further in two areas I
am particularly passionate
abou — international expan-
sion and the ever-growing, ev-
er-innovating treats market.

“We take a holistic approach
to pet nutrition, focusing on
formulating products that are
not only affordable and palat-
able but are also supportive of
pets’ overall wellbeing,” he said.
— The Herald

AT THE HELM: Montego
managing director Johan van
Jaarsveld. Picture: SUPPLIED
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NOTICE NO. 61 OF 2025
INVITATION TO REGISTER AS A SERVICE PROVIDER ON CENTRAL SUPPLIER DATABASE

King Sabata Dalindyebo Local Municipality invites all current and prospective suppliers/ service providers to register
or update on the National Treasury Central Supplier Database (CSD). This is done in terms of National Treasury
MFMA Circular 81 of 2016/17 that came into effect on 1st April 2016. Service providers are requested to update any

KSDLM will procure goods and services only from suppliers that are registered on National Treasury Central Supplier
Database (CSD). To self-register/ update as a supplier/ service provider on the CSD please visit: www.csd.gov.za

All enquiries relating to this advert shall be directed to Ms. Pilani on (047) 495 1127 / pilanin@ksd.gov.za

- N. PAKADE - MUNICPAL MANAGER -

Main Unit for Buffalo Scrap Metal

Braelyn Industrial
Braelyn Residential

that all non-essential appli

M. Yawa city Manager

, BUFFALO CITY METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY

INTERRUPTION OF
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY:

BRAELYN

The electricity supply will be interrupted to consumers supplied by
the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality in Braelyn from 08h00
to completion on Sunday, 13 July 2025, weather permitting. The
alternate date for this outage will be Sunday, 20 July 2025.

The purpose of the interruption is for BCMM to install a new Ring

S.

The areas affected by this outage are:

As the power may be restored at any time between these
hours, consumers are warned to treat all apparatus as being
live throughout the whole period.

ances be

It is strongly recommended
switched
disconnected from the supply during this period in order to
prevent damages thereto when the supply is restored.
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FINANCIAL YEAR

BUFFALO CITY METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY

PUBLICATION OF THE APPROVED SERVICE DELIVERY
AND BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION PLAN [SDBIP] AND
PERFORMANCE AGREEMENTS OF THE MUNICIPAL
MANAGER AND OF MANAGERS REPORTING DIRECTLY
TO THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER FOR 2025/2026

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 53 (3) (a) and (b) of the Local Government Municipal
Finance Management Act 56 of 2003 that the Executive Mayor, Councillor P. Faku has approved the
Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan (SDBIP) for 2025/2026 financial year. The SDBIP is a
detailed plan approved by the Executive Mayor for implementing the Municipality's Integrated
Development Plan and its Annual Budget.

Copies of the approved Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan and Performance
Agreements of Municipal Manager and of managers reporting directly to the municipal manager will
be available for scrutiny during office hours at the BCMM Customer Care Centre, Trust Centre Building
ground floor, the municipality's website which is www.buffalocity.gov.za and at the following venues:

VENUES/ IINDAWO

Mdantsane Library NU 2 & NU 14

Buffalo Flats Library

West Bank Library

Cambridge Library

Beacon Bay Library

Greenfields Library

Gonubie Library

Kidd's Beach Library

Duncan Village Library

Parkside Library

Civic Centre - KWT

Vincent Library

King Williams Town Library: Ayliff Street

BCM Customer Care Centre, Trust Centre

Breidbach & Schornville Libraries

Dimbaza Library

Traditional Great Places

11th Floor, Trust Centre

Berlin Library

M. Yawa city Manager
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